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Good Afternoon everyone and welcome to 
the Victoria Stadium for the 2022 Rock Cup 
Final between Lincoln Red Imps FC and FCB 
Magpies. 

Today’s Cup Final brings the curtain down 
on what has been an extremely successful 
domestic season, which started all the way 
back in July of last year when, for the fi rst 
time ever, Gibraltar had four clubs competing 
in European Football, Lincoln Red Imps FC, 
Europa FC, St Joseph’s FC and Mons Calpe 
SC. 

Little did we know that the introduction of the 
Europa Conference League would see one 
of today’s fi nalists embark upon a European 
adventure that would see them make the 
group stages of that competition, and in 
retaining their league title, Lincoln will no 
doubt be looking ahead to another European 
campaign starting in the UEFA Champions 
League Qualifi ers. 

But fi rst they have a cup fi nal to deal with 
today, and they come up against an in-form 
FCB Magpies, in their fi rst ever Rock Cup Final, 
who since the turn of the year have arguably 
been one of the in-form teams domestically. 
They won their semi-fi nal impressively against 
Europa FC and have had a brilliant fi nish to 
the Gibraltar National League season securing 
European qualifi cation for the fi rst time in 
their history. 

I would like to wish the best of luck to both of 
the fi nalists, and I hope you all enjoy the fi nal!             

Michael Llamas QC, 
Gibraltar FA President

Michael Llamas QC
WELCOME
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Mick McElwee
Head Coach INTERVIEW

MICK, A CUP FINAL TO FINISH OFF 
ANOTHER EXTREMELY SUCCESSFUL 
SEASON FOR LINCOLN RED IMPS FC AND 
ANOTHER TROPHY ON THE LINE AND 
THE POTENTIAL OF DOING THE DOUBLE 
AGAIN. WOULD THIS ROUND OFF THE 
SEASON PERFECTLY FOR YOU?   

I think so. It has been a very long season. We 
have been working towards, principally, the 
league through these recent months and we 
got that done and dusted a couple of weeks 
ago, which was great. So now the idea is to, 
of course, end with the cup fi nal and go out 
and do our best with respect to that match. 
That’s all we can do and we hope that it’s 
good enough, but, you know it’s a cup match 
and with cup matches more or less anything 
can still happen.

AS IT’S A CUP FINAL, A ONE OFF GAME, DO 
YOU PREPARE ANY DIFFERENTLY FOR IT, 
ESPECIALLY AS IT COULD THEORETICALLY 
GO TO PENALTIES?

We haven’t really been thinking about it until 
this week. We can work some of those ‘cup 
match’ factors in, because a cup match is 
more prone to changes of tactics and strategy 

half way through if things are going wrong. 
Equally if things are going well, you can 
expect the other team to respond, if you like, 
more dramatically than in a league situation, 
and of course the factor of penalties is on 
there as well.

YOU ARE COMING UP AGAINST A FCB 
MAGPIES TEAM WHO ARE ON THE UP AND 
ON A GREAT RUN OF FORM. WHAT DO 
YOU EXPECT FROM THEM?

First of all, congratulations to that team. 
The second-half of their season has been 
impressive. They are perhaps the team of the 
moment right now in terms of form and they 
have responded, I think, brilliantly to Nathan 
and his team since the turn of the year. 

What can we expect? We can expect a team 
full of confi dence and full of belief. I have seen 
them play in recent matches and that much is 
evident. They’re organised, they’re consistent, 
they don’t make many errors and they have 
people who can fi nish and turn a game in 
their favour very rapidly. For me this is going 
to be a tremendously diffi cult match and one 
that we are going to have to be particularly 
well prepared for.  

Mick McElwee has overseen yet another historic season for Lincoln Red Imps FC guiding the 
club into the group stages of the inaugural UEFA Europa Conference League. One of the most 
decorated domestic managers ever, winning the cup today would be the ‘icing on the cake’ 
fi nishing off a successful 2021/22 campaign. Despite all the success, Mick remains as humble as 
ever and refuses to get ahead of himself.
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ANY EARLY TEAM NEWS FOR US, IS 
EVERYONE FIT AND AVAILABLE?

Well, we had a couple of players return on 
the weekend to play, Jack Sergeant and Roy 
Chipolina. We have a couple of doubts from 
Saturdays match as some picked up knocks 
and we’re going to have to review their 
condition. 

HOW HAVE YOU MANAGED THE SQUAD 
THROUGH ARGUABLY YOUR TOUGHEST 
SEASON EVER WITH THE HISTORICAL 
EUROPEAN RUN IN THE MIDDLE OF YOUR 
DOMESTIC CAMPAIGN. HAS IT BEEN HARD 
AS A MANAGER? 

It’s only as hard as the players make it. They 
have responded brilliantly really. All I can do is 
give them full credit for where the team is and 
where the club is right now. It’s down to the 
players and the technical staff behind which 
is full of expertise and people who know 
football and know how to help a group, and 
that helps to manage the group. 

We’ve had injuries, we’ve had suspensions, 
we’ve had drops in form, and luckily, we’ve 
had players who haven’t been in the fi rst 
eleven who have been able to come in and 
perform to their best even though they 
haven’t necessarily been in the fi rst eleven to 
start with. Then that’s made it more diffi cult 
for the players who have been injured or have 
not been in the best of form to get back in 
but they’ve also responded and upped their 
game in training so there’s always been that 
level of competition and hunger, if you like, to 
play and be involved in the matches. 

So, it’s not diffi cult to manage when you have 
that combination of things. It’s helped that 
we’ve been successful and had big matches 
to play and prepare for because every player 
wants to play in the big matches.

AND LOOKING AHEAD, ARE YOU ALREADY 
PLANNING FOR THE CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
QUALIFIERS AND POTENTIALLY ANOTHER 
HISTORIC EUROPEAN CAMPAIGN? 

No. Right now we’re fully concentrated on this 
match. There’s no point thinking about the 
Champions League until the draw is made and 
we can see who we might be up against, and 
that’s not taking place for another six weeks. 
So, we’re concentrating on this match and this 
match alone and trying to get the players in 
the right frame of mind for what I’ve already 
said is going to be a very, very diffi cult match.
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Lincoln
SQUAD

MANUEL SOLER 

JOSEPH CHIPOLINA 

KIAN RONAN 

SCOTT WISEMAN 

BERNANDO LOPEZ 

LEE CASCIARO 

GRAEME TORILLA 

DYLAN PEACOCK 

LIAM WALKER 

ALAN ALCAIZAR 

BRIAN MARINO 

ROY CHIPOLINA 

JESUS TOSCANO 

MARCO ROSA BLANCO 

FERNANDO CARRALERO 

ADIL AZARKAN 

DAYLE COELING 

JACK SERGEANT 

MUSTAPHA YAHAYA 

CHRISTIAN ARCOS 

ENRIQUE BERNAL 

ETHAN BRITTO 

KYLE CLINTON 

JAVIER ANON ESTEBAN 

EMMANUEL OCRAN 

Mick Mcelwee    Head Coach

Raul Castillo    Assistant Coach

Sergio Garcia    Fitness Coach

Daniel Segovia    Bench Delegate

Miguel Barzan    GK Coach

Liam Mesilio    Fitness Coach

Keith Ramirez    Physio

Adam Oria    Physio

Alberto Torremocha Mata  Kitman
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Route to 
THE FINAL

Manchester 62 FC 2 – 5 Lincoln Red Imps FC

Lions Gibraltar FC 0 – 3 Lincoln Red Imps FC 

Lincoln Red Imps FC 5 – 0 College 1975 FC

ROUND1

QUARTER-FINALS

SEMI-FINALS
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Liam Walker
INTERVIEW

LIAM – ANOTHER CUP FINAL FOR YOU 
PERSONALLY. DO THESE BIG MATCHES 
GIVE YOU AN EXTRA BUZZ IN THE BUILD-
UP, KNOWING THAT THERE IS A TROPHY IS 
ON THE LINE TODAY? 

Yeah. Personally, I have been involved now 
in many Rock Cup fi nals and I think a fi nal is 
always an attractive game to be involved in. 
Theres a trophy there to be won and that is 
what makes me even more hungry to go out 
and win the game. To win the cup fi nal will be 
massive as I always aim to be as successful as 
possible in my career so another trophy for 
the cabinet doesn’t hurt. 

IT’S BEEN A LONG SEASON FOR YOU 
WITH THE EXTENDED BRILLIANT EUROPA 
CONFERENCE LEAGUE CAMPAIGN. HOW 
IS THE BODY HOLDING UP?  

My body physically as well as my mind 
mentally are great. I am motivated and feel 
I have ended the season strong. That being 
said, the short break after today’s game will 
do me good to make sure I am prepared and 
one hundred percent ready for another long 
summer ahead. 

DO YOU THINK YOU CAN GO AGAIN NEXT 
SEASON AND REPEAT THAT AMAZING 
EUROPEAN RUN?

I certainly believe this club is capable of 
achieving what we did last season, however, 
we are well aware that it won’t be easy, and 
that it’s easy to get carried away. We just need 
to keep on working as we have been. We look 
to keep pushing ourselves whilst we take each 
game as it comes, as that’s something that has 
worked well for us. 

HOW HAVE LINCOLN RED IMPS BEEN 
PREPARING FOR THE FINAL? DO YOU 
TREAT THIS AS ANY OTHER GAME OR 
IS THE BUILD-UP TO THE MATCH ANY 
DIFFERENT? 

The week’s preparation ahead of this game 
has been very similar to the rest of the season. 
Very little has changed in our training regime 
as we simply treat it as another game. In my 
opinion I don’t think we should change that 
which works for us, and has been all season 
round. 

Firmly established once again at Lincoln Red Imps FC, Liam Walker, with his wand of a left foot, 
is still one of the standout players on the domestic scene and as hungry as ever to add another 
winner’s medal to his already overfl owing trophy cabinet! His experience of these big occasions 
could prove vital for Lincoln Red Imps today.
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AND NO DOUBT, READY TO STEP UP AND 
TAKE A PENALTY SHOULD THE GAME GO 
ALL THE WAY TO A SHOOTOUT?

Of course. 100%. I’m always up for a penalty. 
As many know, I’m confi dent in my ability to 
put one away for the team and I also enjoy the 
pressure of walking up to the spot. 

TODAY YOU COME UP AGAINST A FCB 
MAGPIES TEAM WHO ARE IN VERY DECENT 
FORM, ESPECIALLY SINCE THE CHRISTMAS 
BREAK. WHAT DO YOU EXPECT FROM 
THEM TODAY?

I have to give credit to Brunos Magpies on a 
brilliant second-half to their league season. 
The arrival of their manager Nathan Rooney, 
has changed the dynamic of the team and 
makes them a more dangerous opponent. 
There’s no doubt that they’re looking at this as 
a chance to win a trophy this season, so I am 
expacting them to try and get off to a quick 
start. I think we can anticipate that will give 
that extra bit more than in the regular league 
fi xture. it will be an intense game and also an 
entertaining one for the spectators. 

AND FINALLY, DO YOU HAVE A MESSAGE 
FOR YOUR LOYAL LINCOLN RED IMPS 
FANS WATCHING?

I would like to thank all the fans who have 
supported us all through the season. Today is 
the last game of the season and hopefully we 
can go and get the win and lift the trophy for 
us all to enjoy, celebrate and round off such a 
historical sea
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Bernardo Lopes
INTERVIEW

Bernardo Lopes has had an unforgettable season in which he has played a pivotal role in Lincoln 
Red Imps’ historic domestic season.  Then in March he made his international debut for Gibraltar, 
starting both international friendlies versus Grenada and the Faroe Islands. With the chance to 
get his hands on another domestic trophy today Bernardo gives us his thoughts ahead of the 
game and the lowdown on what position he feels most at home in on the pitch.
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BERNARDO, YET ANOTHER CUP FINAL FOR 
YOU, DO YOU GET NERVOUS STILL GOING 
INTO GAMES LIKE THIS?

There are always nerves leading up to every 
game especially when big games are coming 
up.  I have always been good at controlling 
my nervous energy and once the ball starts 
rolling I focus on the job at hand which always 
gets rid of any of my nerves. 

YOU HAVE SECURED ANOTHER GIBRALTAR 
LEAGUE TITLE, ARE YOU CONFIDENT 
OF MAKING IT A DOUBLE TODAY WITH 
ANOTHER CUP WIN?

Yes of course, my ambition as well as the club’s 
is to win every competition we participate in 
and today is no different. 

YOU HAVE MADE GIBRALTAR YOUR 
HOME NOW, AND RECENTLY MADE 
YOUR INTERNATIONAL DEBUT. HOW DO 
YOU THINK YOU HAVE DEVELOPED AS A 
PLAYER SINCE YOU SIGNED FOR LINCOLN 
RED IMPS FC ALL THOSE YEARS AGO?

Since I fi rst arrived in Gibraltar, back in 2015, 
as a very young man, I have had the privilege 
to play with very good players and had very 
good coaches who have been crucial in 
my development over these years. Another 
important factor is that I feel completely at 
home in Gibraltar and this is also thanks to my 
teammates and club.

FOR THOSE WHO MAY NOT KNOW YOU, 
TALK TO US ABOUT YOUR PLAYING STYLE, 
YOU ARE A CENTRE BACK BUT HAVE OFTEN 
PLAYED FURTHER FORWARD IN MIDFIELD. 
ARE YOU JUST AS COMFORTABLE IN 
EITHER POSITION?   

I feel comfortable playing in both positions, 
in fact when I fi rst started playing football as 
a kid I played in the midfi eld. In this position 
one constantly has more contact with the ball 
which was good for my development. With 
time I began to play as a central defender and 

I have adapted myself well in that position 
and I now feel very comfortable playing there.  
I suppose having played in midfi eld before 
has helped me to become a calm player when 
on the ball and the truth is playing from the 
back going forward is something that I really 
enjoy. 

TELL US A BIT ABOUT YOUR MANAGER, 
MICK MCELWEE. WHAT MAKES HIM SO 
SPECIAL AND SO WELL LIKED AMONGST 
THE PLAYERS AND FANS? 

Since the day I arrived in Gibraltar everybody 
has spoken to me about Mick and fi nally I 
have had the privilege of playing for him as 
my Head Coach. His track record as a coach 
speaks for itself and more so when he has 
made history in getting us into the group 
stage of the UEFA Europa Conference League. 
He is always very calm and composed and he 
transmits that onto the players at all times 
which I think is good for the team. 

YOUR OPPONENTS TODAY, FCB MAGPIES 
ARE A TEAM ON THE UP, WITH SOME 
GREAT RESULTS RECENTLY. DO YOU 
EXPECT A TOUGH GAME?   

100% yes.  As the season has gone on they 
have improved tremendously and the results 
are there to show.  I suppose that is thanks to 
their new Head Coach who has given them 
the extra motivation and confi dence to get 
them into the fi nal. 

It will surely be a very diffi cult game and we 
will need to concentrate for the 90 minutes 
and maybe even beyond. I think it is going to 
be a great game and I hope we have as many 
football lovers as possible coming down to 
the stadium to enjoy the game. Certainly a 
game not to be missed. 
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Rock Cup 
ROLL OF HONOUR

• 1894–95 Gibraltar

• 1896-97 Jubilee

• 1897-98 Jubilee

• 1898-99 Albion

• 1899-1900 Exiles

• 1900-01 Prince of Wales

• 1901-02 Exiles

• 1902-03 Prince of Wales

• 1903-04 Prince of Wales

• 1904-05 Athletic

• 1905-06 Prince of Wales

• 1907-1933 *Unknown

• 1933-34 Electricity Department Football Team

• 1934-35 *Unknown

• 1935–36 HMS Hood

• 1936–37 Britannia XI

• 1937–38 Europa

• 1938–39 2nd Battalion The King’s Regiment

• 1939–40 Britannia XI

• 1940–41 *Not held

• 1941–42 A.A.R.A.

• 1942–43 Royal Air Force New Camp

• 1943–44 4th Batallion Royal Scott

• 1945–46 Europa

14

Rock Cup 
ROLL OF HONOUR
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• 1946–47 Gibraltar United

• 1947–48 Britannia XI

• 1948–49 Prince of Wales F.C.

• 1949–50 Europa

• 1950–51 Europa

• 1951–52 Europa

• 1953–55 *Unknown

• 1955-56 St Joseph’s

• 1957–73 *Unknown

• 1973–74 Manchester United Reserve

• 1974–75 Glacis United

• 1975–76 2nd Battalion Royal Green Jackets

• 1976–77 Manchester United

• 1977–78 St Jago’s United

• 1978–79 St Joseph’s

• 1979–80 Manchester United

• 1980–81 Glacis United

• 1981–82 Glacis United

• 1982–83 St Joseph’s

• 1983–84 St Joseph’s

• 1984–85 St Joseph’s

• 1985–86 Lincoln

• 1986–87 St Joseph’s

• 1987–88 Royal Air Force Gibraltar

• 1988–89 Lincoln Reliance

• 1989–90 Lincoln

• 1990–91 *Unknown

• 1991–92 St Joseph’s

• 1992–93 Lincoln

• 1993–94 Lincoln

• 1994–95 St Theresa’s

• 1995–96 St Joseph’s

• 1996–97 Glacis United

• 1997–98 Glacis United

• 1998–99 Gibraltar United

• 1999–2000 Gibraltar United

• 2000–01 Gibraltar United

• 2001–02 Lincoln

• 2002–03 Manchester 62

• 2003–04 Lincoln

• 2004–05 Lincoln

• 2005–06 Lincoln

• 2006–07 Lincoln

• 2007–08 Lincoln

• 2008–09 Lincoln

• 2009–10 Lincoln

• 2010–11 Lincoln

• 2011–12 St Joseph’s

• 2012-13 St Joseph’s

• 2013-14 Lincoln

• 2014-15 Lincoln

• 2015-16 Lincoln

• 2016-17 Europa

• 2017–18 Europa

• 2018-19 Europa

• 2019-20 *Not played due to COVID-19

• 2020-21 Lincoln
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Nathan Rooney
Head Coach INTERVIEW

NATHAN – HOW DOES IT FEEL TO BE 
LEADING OUT FCB MAGPIES IN WHAT IS 
THE CLUB’S FIRST EVER ROCK CUP FINAL?

It’s an amazing feeling to be leading Bruno’s 
Magpies out in their fi rst ever cup fi nal. It’s an 
honour to be the manager of this special team 
and even more special to the lead the team 
out in front of all our family and friends

YOU HAVE ONLY BEEN IN CHARGE FOR A 
SHORT PERIOD OF TIME, HOW HAVE YOU 
FOUND IT SO FAR?

I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my time working 
in the Gibraltar National League and even 
though it’s only been 4 months, I’ve probably 
had the most enjoyable and most successful 
period in my coaching career. 

Working with all the technical staff and club 
staff and sharing my ideas has been a special 
part of the role as all the staff and the players 
have really bought into every element of my 
working philosophy. 

TELL US A BIT ABOUT YOURSELF FOR 
THOSE WHO MAY NOT KNOW YOU. WHAT 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO THINK A NATHAN 
ROONEY TEAM IS OR REPRESENTS? 

I have been working as a professional coach 
now for 13 years where I have assisted some 
amazing managers who are now applying 
their trade at the highest levels of the game. 

Alongside being an assistant in the EFL I have 
managed in both a Premier League academy 
and also a league 1 development squad. 

After completing my League Managers Award 
and starting the UEFA Pro Licence process 
back in 2018, I decided even as a young 
coach to apply my trade as a Head Coach and 
I am now in my second role as a Head Coach. 
I originate from Blackburn where I am a true
supporter of my beloved Blackburn Rovers 
where I spent many years learning my trade.

Nathan Rooney has revolutionised FCB Magpies since he took over as Head Coach earlier on 
this season. From sixth place in the National League table, he has overseen their rise to fourth, 
secured the club’s fi rst ever qualifi cation for European Competition and masterminded their cup 
run into today’s fi nal – yet another fi rst for the club. After a superb 3-1 semi-fi nal win over Europa 
FC, he is keen to ensure preparations for today’s fi nal are as smooth as ever.                                       
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YOUR RECENT RESULTS ARE THERE FOR 
ALL TO SEE, IS THERE ANYTHING SPECIFIC 
THAT YOU CAN PUT THIS DOWN TO?

With my years of experience on the training 
fi eld, I pride myself on my training standards 
and the environment which I demand from my 
players and staff. 

I personally feel the result is a measure of the 
quality of player within the team. What was 
missing in my opinion was that each player 
needed to maximise their own ability and 
rather than applying a playing philosophy it 
was key that we utilised each players strength.

The intensity and demands have always been 
matched by every player and I thank them for 
all for their hard-work since the turn of the 
year.

DOES YOUR RECENT GOOD FORM COUNT 
FOR ANYTHING TODAY? 

Absolutely, it’s all about momentum and 
building a winning mentality. The one thing 
I emphasise every week, is that it’s a short 
career and every player cannot pick and 
choose when they turn up. 

Being a footballer is a privilege and you must 
always prepare to win every game by winning 
every individual battle. Our recent form over 
the last 4 months needs to be the platform for 
today’s performance. 

HOW HAVE YOUR PREPARATIONS 
BEEN, DO THEY CHANGE IN ANY WAY  
AS TODAY’S GAME IS A CUP FINAL – 
ESSENTIALLY A ONE-OFF GAME WITH A 
TROPHY ON THE LINE? 

Preparations have been identical to every 
week. Players require consistency and for 
me we don’t change our approach as that 
changes the mood and attitude collectively. 

With today being an opportunity to lift a 
trophy, it’s essential that our concentration 
levels remain really high. 

For me there’s no pressure on my team today, 
but there is an expectation as we have shown 
that we are a team who wants to grow and 
compete with the best.

WHAT ARE YOU EXPECTING FROM YOUR 
OPPONENTS, LINCOLN RED IMPS, TODAY? 
ARGUABLY THE TOUGHEST TEST YOU CAN 
FACE DOMESTICALLY AT PRESENT?

Lincoln no doubt are a team who possess 
incredible levels of quality and have proven 
week in week out how talented their group of 
players and staff actually are. 

But, like us all they are human and nothing 
in football is ever guaranteed. We are here 
today to play the game not the name! 

AND FINALLY, YOU HAVE GUIDED 
FCB MAGPIES INTO THEIR FIRST EVER 
EUROPEAN COMPETITION. ARE YOU 
ALLOWING YOURSELF TO LOOK  
FORWARD TO THAT YET?  

My focus is only here and now and I expect 
the same from all my players and staff. 

When you learn to live in the moment  success 
can be around the corner. Thinking too far 
ahead changes our focus and my priorities are 
to make the whole country proud of Bruno’s 
Magpies today and also in July when we 
compete in Europe. 

Today will be our last competitive game 
before Europe so it is key that we leave every 
ounce of energy out there on the pitch.
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FCB Magpies
SQUAD

FCB Magpies

ALAN MARTIN 

JAVIER GALLARDO 

RUBEN DIAZ 

FRANCISCO ZUNIGA 

NATHAN MURR 

JEREMY LOPEZ 

JAMIE COOMBES 

KELVIN MORGAN 

JAVIER CASARES 

KYLE CASCIARO 

JUAN LLAVES 

DAVID ZAMORA 

EDENILSON BERGONSI 

LEE COOMBES 

ASHTON WAHNON 

DANIEL BENT 

JOSE PEDROSA GALAN 

KEVAGN RONCO 

KEAN GALIA 

ALAN PARKER 

JUAN PABLO SASTRIE 

OLATUNDE BAYODE 

JACK HORROCKS 

GEORGE CABRERA 

JOE MARTINEZ

JULIAN DEL RIO 

JAYCE CONSIGLIERO

Nathan Rooney    Head Coach

Terrance Jolley    Assistant Coach

Johnny Thick    Coach

Adrian Conde    Fitness Coach/Physio

Benjamin Parody   GK Coach/Delegate
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Route to 
THE FINAL

Received a bye to the Quarter Finals

FCB Magpies 3 - 0 Europa Point FC

Europa FC 1 – 3 FCB Magpies

ROUND1

QUARTER-FINALS

SEMI-FINALS



20

Kyle Casciaro
INTERVIEW

KYLE, IT’S CUP FINAL DAY ONCE AGAIN 
BUT THIS TIME YOU ARE COMING UP 
AGAINST LINCOLN RED IMPS FC. DOES 
THIS MAKE IT FEEL ANY DIFFERENT FOR 
YOU?

After being at Lincoln for so many years 
coming up against them can feel slightly 
different but to be honest, it’s the Rock Cup 
Final and all I want is to win the Cup with my 
new team. It is our fi rst fi nal and winning the 
cup with Magpies would mean a lot!

WHAT ABOUT YOUR MUM AND DAD WHO 
HAVE BEEN THERE WITH YOU ON EVERY 
STEP OF THE JOURNEY YOU AND YOUR 
BROTHERS HAVE BEEN ON WITH YOUR 
FOOTBALL CAREERS. WILL THEY HAVE 
MIXED FEELINGS SEEING YOU COME UP 
AGAINST LEE IN A FINAL?  

My parents will always be Lincoln supporters, 
although in this case they will be neutral for 
the fi nal. Facing my brothers is something that 
has happened before in the different teams 
we have played in before, but it’s always 
special.

YOU HAVE WON SO MUCH IN A LINCOLN 
SHIRT, BUT WOULD A WIN TODAY BE THAT 
EXTRA BIT SPECIAL?

A win today would be very special to me and 
my club FCB Magpies. 

Your fi rst piece of silverware is always that 
extra special with a new club and even more 
so with one which to date, has not won a 
major domestic trophy.

HOW HAS THE SEASON BEEN FOR YOU 
AT FCB MAGPIES? YOU SEEM TO HAVE 
FOUND A WHOLE NEW LEASE OF LIFE AND 
PLAYING WITH THAT CHEEKY SMILE ON 
YOUR FACE AGAIN.

Well, we didn’t have the best of starts to the 
season. We only managed to get into the top 
6 spot by 1 point and we actually qualifi ed 
in 6th position for the Championship Group 
in the league. But then everything changed 
when a new head coach came in and we have 
now secured our UEFA Europa Conference 
League Preliminary Round place and we are 

Kyle Casciaro is ironically a Lincoln Red Imps FC and Gibraltar International legend.  His family 
association with Lincoln sees him come head-to-head with his eldest brother, Lee Casciaro, in 
today’s fi nal, which means, (and he hopes), that his parents will be forced into being neutral 
spectators today. Another player reborn at FCB Magpies this season and his long trophy laden 
history with Lincoln Red Imps forgotten about (for today at least) he is here with one thing on his 
mind - spoiling their party and winning the Rock Cup for FCB Magpies.
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in the Rock Cup Final – it’s some achievement 
when you think about it!

And yes, to have a cheeky smile on my face 
means enjoying what I love to do, playing as 
many minutes on the pitch as I can, scoring 
goals and assisting my teammates. FCB 
Magpies have helped me to enjoy my football 
by making me feel important and wanted in 
the team.

TELL US A BIT ABOUT YOUR HEAD COACH 
NATHAN ROONEY, HAS HE CHANGED A 
LOT SINCE HE HAS TAKEN OVER AT THE 
CLUB AND WHAT IS IT LIKE PLAYING FOR 
HIM? 

Nathan has and is doing an amazing job for 
the club. The levels of intensity he brings to 
our training sessions, to us as players and on 
game days is what has made the difference. 
Our results show this. 

He plans each game in detail and then 
works towards it. Importantly I trust him as a 
manager and friend.

IT’S A ONE-OFF GAME WITH A TROPHY ON 
THE LINE, THAT MEANS THE POTENTIAL OF 
THE DREADED PENALTY SHOOTOUT. WILL 
YOU STEP UP AND TAKE ONE IF NEEDED? 

Yes of course, that’s not even in doubt!!

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD FOR KYLE 
CASCIARO NOW, IS IT SIMPLY ENJOYING 
PLAYING FOOTBALL? 

The future looks amazing - my partner and 
I have a baby boy on the way! I’m looking 
forward to training throughout the summer 
and getting into the best shape possible 
for the UEFA Europa Conference League 
Qualifi ers. 

There are some international matches coming 
up which I’d like to play a part in, if selected, 
and represent my country again but who 
knows.
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Jeremy Lopez
INTERVIEW

JEREMY, IT’S GREAT TO SEE YOU FIT AND 
WELL AND PLAYING SUCH A BIG GAME 
ONCE AGAIN. ANY NERVES GOING INTO 
TODAY’S FINAL?

Thank you, it’s a wholesome sensation to be 
competing at a high level again. Every player 
will experience pre-game nerves, especially 
before big games, if any player tells you 
otherwise, they’d be lying. My nerves are 
directly linked to my excitement in wanting to 
win the fi nal. 

YOU SEEM TO BE ENJOYING YOU 
FOOTBALL AT FCB MAGPIES, HOW HAS IT 
BEEN SO FAR FOR YOU?  

Life at FCB Magpies has been great. They 
believed in me when no one else did! I was 
going through a challenging period at the 
time with injuries and confi dence issues. 
Hence why I will always give my everything 
on & off the pitch for my club, my teammates 
and technical team. 

Special mention to the Football Director, 
Jansen Dalli, for making all of this happen. 
As cliché as this might sound, FCB Magpies 
is much more than a football club, we are a 
family, a brotherhood. The togetherness has 
helped us achieve success.  

AND YOU ARE COMING INTO TODAY’S 
FINAL WITH SOME EXCELLENT RESULTS 
UNDER YOUR BELT RECENTLY, DOES THIS 
GIVE YOU THE BELIEF YOU NEED TO GET A 
RESULT TODAY? 

The results are a true refl ection of the team’s 
hard work and desire to succeed. We have 
certainly raised a few eyebrows. I don’t 
believe many had great expectations for FCB 
Magpies, seeing that fi ve months ago we 
were one point from failing to qualify for the 
Championship Group. We have established 
ourselves as a ‘top team’ in this league, we 
fi rmly believe we can be victorious today. 

GIVE US A BIT OF AN INSIGHT INTO THE 
EFFECT NATHAN ROONEY HAS HAD ON 
THE TEAM. WHAT IS HE LIKE AS A HEAD 
COACH?

Since his appointment we have been able to 
achieve the unimaginable, qualifi ed for the 
Championship Group in the league, clinched 
our top four spot, qualifi ed for the UEFA 
Europa Conference League and reached the 
Rock Cup fi nal. 

The high energy he transmits to the players 
through his passion, knowledge and 
leadership has inspired every single player.

Jeremy Lopez has found a home at FCB Magpies and a new lease of life. Enjoying his football 
once again, he has been a key fi gure in their turn around in fortunes and rise up the league 
table culminating in their fi rst ever qualifi cation for a European tournament. Hot off the heels of 
scoring the third goal in their semi-fi nal win, he can’t wait for today’s fi nal.
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He demands maximum effort from us in 
everything we do, from punctuality, discipline, 
during warm ups/drills and matches. He has 
completely restored the belief in each of us, 
we all share his philosophy and principles. He 
is top Leader, role model and head coach.

FCB MAGPIES HAVE CONFIRMED THEIR 
PLACE IN EUROPE FOR THE FIRST TIME 
EVER NEXT SEASON. HOW DOES THIS 
MAKE YOU FEEL? 

Personally, I have aspired to playing in Europe 
since the Gibraltar FA’s acceptance into UEFA. 
I narrowly missed out on Europa League a few 
years ago with my previous club Manchester 
62 after losing the Rock Cup fi nal to Europa 
FC. This makes me feel proud and honoured. 

FINALLY, WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD 
FOR JEREMY LOPEZ ON THE PITCH? 

At the moment fully obligated to today’s fi nal 
and subsequent European campaign. I am 
happy at FCB Magpies and hope to remain 
with the club for the upcoming season. I 
believe the feeling is mutual between the 
club and I going forward. 

I would be dishonest if I didn’t mention my 
desire to be selected to represent my country 
internationally, although I am 32 years of age, 
I still feel I have unfulfi lled potential.  
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MATCH OFFICIALS

ROCK
CUP

This will be the second Rock Cup Final that will be refereed by Herbert Warwick who started 
refereeing in October 2013 and quickly progressed up the refereeing ladder. Herbert refereed 
his fi rst Rock Cup Final in 2019  - Europa v Gibraltar Utd.

Michael Macias started refereeing in August 2013, and Ruben Navarro, took up refereeing in 
September 2015 will also be experiencing the Rock Cup Final for a second time as they both 
were part of the Referee Team for the 2021 Final.

In the case of Kyron Azopardi, who took up refereeing in November 2011 this will be his second 
Rock Cup Final as an assistant referee. His fi rst Rock Cup Final was in 2015.

The 4th Offi cial is Jason Barcelo who commenced his refereeing career in October 1996. He has 
refereed the Rock Cup Final in 2009, 2014, & 2017.

Referee: HERBERT WARWICK

Assistant Referee 1: MICHAEL MACIAS

Assistant Referee 2: KYRON AZOPARDI

4th Offi cial: JASON BARCELO

Reserve Assistant Referee: RUBEN NAVARRO
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